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For 50 years, The Center for
Empowerment and Education (CEE)

has provided confidential, no cost,
comprehensive support services to victims
of interpersonal violence (IPV)—including
short-term crisis counseling and advocacy,
crisis intervention, and residential services,
including emergency shelter. We empower
individuals to find their voice and choose
their path toward healing as they rebuild
their lives. We are preventing and reducing
IPV in the community through prevention
education and awareness, and are
reducing trauma by stopping violence from
manifesting in the first place. Everyone
deserves to live a life free from violence.
We are here to help 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week, 365 days a year.

Our mission is to break the cycle
of interpersonal violence through
empowerment, education, and support

CEE staff at the organization’s 50th Anniversary Dinner.

services utilizing inclusive, trauma-
informed, and client-centered practices for
all individuals in the community.

Our vision is to create safer communities
free from interpersonal violence for all
individuals in Northern Fairfield and
Southern Litchfield Counties.

What is Interpersonal Violence?
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program, but a new horizon for how we walk with survivors beyond crisis and into recovery.

Along the way, our work was recognized by the New American Dream Foundation, which
honored CEE as a Community Hero for our partnership and commitment to immigrant
families. This recognition affirmed what we know to be true: our mission must include
everyone in our community, with services rooted in cultural humility, respect, and
accessibility.

As we mark our 50th Anniversary, we pause to honor those who came before us—the
founders who started with nothing but determination and a kitchen table, and the
survivors who showed us, day after day, what resilience and courage look like. Their spirit
continues to fuel our mission. But we also look forward, because our work is far from
done. Interpersonal violence continues to impact too many lives. Our responsibility—as
advocates, as educators, as neighbors—is to stay vigilant, to listen, and to act.

| invite you to remain deeply involved in our mission. Whether by attending events, sharing
our resources, making a gift, or simply being an ambassador in your daily life, your support
transforms lives. Together, we are not just reflecting on 50 years of progress—we are
building the future we believe in: one free from violence, full of empowerment, safety, and
hope.

Thank you for being an essential part of this journey. The past, present, and future of The
Center for Empowerment and Education is written with your partnership.

With gratitude,

AN

Ashley Dunn, MS, MFT, NCC
President & CEO



Board of Directors

Chairperson
Erin Byrne

Vice Chairperson/ Development Chair
Vicki Taylor-Bloch

Secretary
Amanda Bristol

Treasurer
Kelcey Hoyt
From left to right: Elvis Novas, Susan Gessner, Kelcey Hoyt, Imranul Haque,
Chelen Reyes, Vicki Taylor-Bloch, Amanda Bristol, Evan Hack, Reed Idriss,
and Erin Byrne.
Courtney Elliott Susan Gessner Dr. Reed Idriss Chelen Reyes
Dr. Paul Fiedler Dr. Evan Hack Elvis Novas Dayna Beylouni White
Kelly Garretson Imranul Haque Greg Pepin

HIne Diter Co-Chairs Elaine Cox & Dr. Paul Fiedler
Deborah Backes Nancy Murphy
Brenda Berta Mark J. Nolan
@ \1< c David Cappiello Glori Norwitt, Esq.
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CEE Senior Leadership

The
Center

Lihver @ . .
h'_‘"* Pictured from left to right:
' Ashley Dunn

President & CEO

William Montero
Chief Finance & Administrative Officer
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Cara During
Chief Program Officer

Samantha Flynn
Chief Development Officer

Pictured from left to right:
Fatima Almeida

Finance Manager

Jenny Diaz

Manager of Crisis and Advocacy
Linda Cummins

Special Events Manager

Cristina Cabral

Manager of Community Impact
Carly Martin

Clinical Director

Ann Marie Moreira

Volunteer & Survivor Engagement Coordlinator
Shayna Hopkins

Manager of Residential Services




Direct Service Impact

i . B Hospital advocacy serves as a critical lifeline for
Client Support Services victims of IPV, offering immediate emotional

support, guidance through medical procedures, and

H o protection of their rights. Advocates play a vital
Total Clients Served: role in connecting victims to essential resources,
2 092 reducing feelings of isolation, and empowering them
[ to regain a sense of control. This compassionate
service ensures that victims are treated with
dignity and respect, laying the foundation for a
Type of Perpetration Known: comprehensive and supportive healing process.
. . o B Our advocates are available 24/7 to respond to
Domestic Violence: 77 /O hospitals and provide support during forensic
evidence collection (often referred to as a rape kit)
(o) for victims of sexual assault and support victims
Sexual Assault: 18%

of domestic violence who sustain physical injuries
requiring medical attention.

Total Client Interactions: This evidence may be used if the victim chooses to

report the assault to law enforcement.
13,018
7,608 Hours

of Services Provided

Breaking the Cycle

Crisis Intervention A Spanish—;peqking survivor cz_ame tp CEE
after experiencing severe physical violence,

emotional manipulation, and financial control.

Hospital Despite suffering serious injuries and ongoing
health complications, she took courageous

Domestic Violence steps toward reclaiming her safety. With the

Hospital Accompaniments: 3 support of her advocate, she developed a

personalized safety plan, received education
Sexual Assault 31 on healthy relationships, and began to rebuild

a sense of autonomy. Her strength and
determination continue to inspire others in
similar situations.

Hospital Accompaniments:

Safety Planning 200 hours




Direct Service Impact

Court Advocacy Empowerment Through Justice

After years of physical abuse, one survivor

Access to court advocacy is essential for victims took the courageous step to seek help and
a”‘_j SUrvIvors, offer|pg immediate support and press charges against her partner. With serious
guidance during their most vulnerable moments. threats and safety concerns, CEE’s Family

CEE advocates play a crucial role in helping
survivors navigate the complex legal system,
ensuring they understand their rights and available
options. This support can significantly reduce

the trauma and stress often associated with legal
proceedings.

Violence Victim Advocate provided ongoing
support—helping her develop a safety plan,
navigate the criminal justice system, and access
a GPS alert program for protection.

The advocate also arranged a meeting with
Advocacy ensures survivors’ voices are heard, the prosecuting attorney, offering emotional
promotes fair treatment, and upholds justice. support and empowering the survivor to speak
up for herself. Through consistent advocacy
and care, she reclaimed her voice and found
Criminal Justice Support: strength amid a difficult process. CEE remains

CEE provided support to 993 victims as they committed to supporting her journey toward

sought justice through the criminal justice system. safety and healing.
CEE advocates attended 900 arraignments to help
support survivors at the start of the legal process.

Civil Justice Support:

CEE’s specialized Court Advocates dedicated 78
hours to assisting 92 victims involved in civil legal
matters.

B Beyond courtroom support, CEE advocates
connect survivors with essential resources that
foster long-term recovery and empowerment. This
comprehensive approach is vital to promoting
healing, resilience, and independence.

M CEE is proud to collaborate with Connecticut Legal
Services (CLS) and Family Law Legal Consult
(FLLC) to ensure survivors receive the legal
support they need during their journey toward
justice and healing.

Alexandrina Lopes being recognized for her 35 years of
continued advocacy at CEE.



Direct Service Impact

Campus Support

WCSU Students participating in Denim Day event.

I At our satellite office at Western Connecticut State
University (WCSU), we offer crisis intervention,
individual counseling and advocacy, support
groups, and educational programming. We
collaborate closely with campus partners to ensure
students are informed about their rights and the
resources available to them if they experience IPV
during their time at college.

CEE advocates served 37 campus clients
with short-term crisis counseling and
provided 5 Title IX accompaniments/
advocacy services and 3 Judicial Hearing
accompaniments/advocacy services.
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B Imagine being a child who has endured the trauma

Campus Advocacy in Action

One student survivor who experienced a sexual
assault on campus and was coping with childhood
trauma and PTSD found consistent support
through CEE’s Campus Advocate. When she began
seeing her perpetrator more frequently on campus
and her symptoms worsened, the advocate helped
her secure academic accommodations and summer
housing. She described her experience with CEE as
a turning point—where she finally felt seen, heard,
and supported.

The Power of MITs:
Protecting Our Children

of sexual abuse or domestic violence. The pain,
confusion, and fear are profound. Now imagine
having to relive that trauma by recounting it
repeatedly to different strangers. This is where our
Multidisciplinary Investigative Teams (MITs) make a
vital difference.

B By bringing together law enforcement, child

protection, medical professionals, prosecutors, and
advocates in a coordinated response, MITs ensure
that each child tells their story just once — in a safe,
supportive environment. This compassionate, team-
based approach reduces further trauma, streamlines
investigations, and prioritizes the well-being of
every child.

MIT Accompaniments

83

Type of Perpetrators

26% 74 %

family members were coaches, teachers, family
friends, peers, neighbors, etc.



Direct Service Impact

Lethality Assessment

Program (LAP)

The Lethality Assessment Program (LAP) remains
a critical component in identifying the level of
danger victims face during domestic violence
incidents. Through strong partnerships with local
law enforcement, we ensure that victims are
swiftly connected with a CEE advocate at the time
they need support most.

378 LAP calls
73 % scored as high danger

Of the 378 LAP calls 186 clients stated their
partner has tried to strangle them. 184 clients
expressed that their partner threatened to Kill
them or that they think their partner might try
to kill them. Of the clients who expressed that
their partner threatened to kill them or thought
their partner might try, 25% (47 clients) stated
their abuser has access to a firearm.

14 hours of law
enforcement advocacy

Support Groups

Clients Participated in
Support Groups 151

Hours Spent in Groups

400
Su,:;rc?rt’zeé rcc)>fup 31 8

Sessions

B We offered support groups for all survivors of

domestic violence and sexual assault. These
included groups for male survivors, female
survivors, as well as groups conducted in Spanish
and Portuguese.

Justice for a Trafficking Survivor

CEE advocates worked closely with a survivor
of sex trafficking for nearly two years—through
every step of the investigation and eventual
arrest of the perpetrator. The survivor faced
challenges recalling details due to trauma,

but the advocate remained by her side,
offering repeated explanations, updates, and
consistent support. When the arrest was made,
CEE continued to work with the survivor and
eventually facilitated a warm handoff to long-
term services, ensuring continued care.

11



Direct Service Impact

Residential Services

We provide a safe and secure emergency shelter

for individuals and families escaping domestic and
sexual violence. While in our care, residents receive
comprehensive support, including case management,
advocacy, and assistance with securing stable housing.

Shelter Services

Children Served 27
Adults Served 27
Over Capacity Housing 15

Total Clients who

Received Shelter Services

Rapid Re-Housing

Our Rapid Re-Housing Program continues to be a vital
component of this support system, helping clients
transition into permanent housing and work toward
long-term stability and independence.

Rapid Re-Housing
Individuals/Families Served: 83

12

From Captivity to Courage

A survivor who had been trafficked and
brought to the U.S. against her will came

to CEE with a harrowing story of abuse,
control, and captivity. With safety planning,
housing support, legal advocacy, and trauma
counseling, she and her young child began the
process of rebuilding their lives. Despite threats
from those involved in the trafficking ring, she
persisted in her journey to safety and healing
with support from the CEE team.

B CEE is proud to partner with Community Action,

Food Rescue US, and Connecticut Food Share
to organize food donations for our shelter
pantry, including dozens of volunteers from each
organization helping with deliveries weekly.

A Pathway to Permanent Housing

A survivor in our Rapid Re-Housing (RRH)
program faced ongoing barriers to stability,
including unsafe, unaffordable housing and limited
employment opportunities due to a criminal
record linked to past exploitation and trafficking.
With support from our Housing Advocate the
survivor successfully transitioned into permanent,
income-based supportive housing.

CEE will continue to support the transition by
helping with childcare resources, connecting

the survivor to local support networks, and
coordinating re-entry into an employment
readiness program. Initially expecting to return to
homelessness, the survivor now feels empowered
and hopeful about providing a stable future for
their family.




Community Impact

Prevention and Outreach: People Reached

Building a Safer Community

Education & Training
Prevention and outreach are foundational to our mission Participants 20 71 6
of ending IPV before it begins. By raising awareness (unduplicated) L
and providing education, we work to shift the attitudes,
beliefs, and behaviors that sustain cycles of violence. People Reached Through 5 601
These efforts not only foster a culture of accountability QUi L)

but also create a supportive environment where
survivors feel empowered to seek help. Through Total People Reached by 26 31 7
proactive community engagement, we aim to break the Community Impact 5

cycle of violence and promote lasting, positive change.

Total Community Impact
Activities/Programs

Breaking the Cycle
Through Education Education & Training 91 6
After attending one of CEE’s Healthy Programs Provided

Relationships programs, a student courageously
shared that both of their siblings were in Outreach Activities 251
unhealthy relationships. Drawing on what they

learned, the student offered guidance and
planned to revisit the conversation with their
siblings—using insights from the program to help
start the conversation.

Community Impact
Activities/Programs

In another classroom, a student reflected on

their own experience and realized that a past
relationship had been unhealthy and abusive.
They shared that the program helped them
understand what healthy love should look like
and gave them language to name what they had
experienced.

Through Prevention Education programs, young
people are gaining the knowledge and confidence
to recognize abuse, support others, and break the
cycle of IPV before it begins.

Our Manager of Community Impact and Outreach
Coordinator at a tabling event.

13



Community Impact

Every year, CEE tracks the number and types of disclosures made by individuals, including youth, after participating
in our prevention education programs and outreach activities. Our educators are certified counselors trained

to respond when anyone chooses to share concerns related to IPV or abuse. These disclosures show the safe,
supportive environment our programs create and allow us to connect youth with appropriate help and resources.

Outreach Activities Disclosures

Dating Abuse 5

Domestic Violence 17

Sexual Assault

Sexual Abuse

Stalking

Mental Health Issues/
Concerns

Our Manager of Community Impact providing a
program in Portuguese.

Education Program Disclosures

1
2
Sexual Harassment 2
2
2

Total No. of Disclosures

Breaking Intergenerational Trauma DEiting AeER 12
During a Spanish-language Prevention Domestic Violence 12
Education session with parents, one Sexual Assault: Peer Perp 3
participant shared how her own childhood

abuse shaped her parenting. She expressed Sexual Abuse: Adult Perp 6
a deep desire to protect her children from

similar harm. The facilitator from CEE Stalking S
validated her experience, provided resources .

for healing, and ensured she knew support was Bullying 31
available through CEE’s counseling services if Mental Health Issues/ 18
she ever needed it. Concerns

Total No. of Disclosures 87

14



Legislative Impact

Advancing Protections for
Survivors in Connecticut

This year, several important pieces of legislation
were passed that strengthen protections and expand
resources for survivors of IPV. These advances reflect
the ongoing work of state coalitions and the member
centers across the state to ensure safety, dignity, and
justice for survivors.

PA 25-139: An Act Concerning Human Trafficking and
Sexual Assault Victims

This law extends vital protections in employment,
housing, public accommodations, and credit
transactions to victims of sexual assault and trafficking.
It also requires:

* All state employees to complete online training
on sexual assault and trafficking developed by the
Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities
(CHRO).

* Employers with three or more employees to post
information about resources available to victims of
sexual assault and trafficking.

PA 25-29: An Act Concerning Revisions to Various
Criminal Justice Statutes

This legislation creates a new, third-party pathway for
survivors to have a sexual assault evidence collection
kit completed without immediately requiring a police
report. This important change empowers survivors

to make informed decisions about engaging with the
criminal legal system while still preserving evidence
should they choose to report later.

CEE Hosted Legislative Breakfast

Alliance Legislative Breakfast

Protecting Survivor Services from

Federal Funding Cuts

At the state budget level, both The Connecticut
Coalition Against Domestic Violence (CCADV) and
The Connecticut Alliance to End Sexual Violence

(The Alliance) secured dedicated line-item funding
for Fiscal Years 2026 and 2027 to help fund member
centers across the state. This critical support will help
offset significant federal Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)
funding reductions and ensure that services for
survivors remain available across Connecticut.

Legislative Call to Action Breakfast

CEE held its annual Legislative Call to Action Breakfast
with strong turnout from local elected officials and
police chiefs. Key advocacy groups, including CCADV
and The Alliance, presented coalition priorities—
highlighting critical VOCA (Victims of Crime Act)
funding issues and legislative needs to support
survivors.

15



Key Program Highlights

Throughout the year, CEE advanced its mission through impactful programs, strong
partnerships, and continued advocacy for survivors. Below are key highlights that reflect our
commitment to safety, collaboration, and community engagement.

Keeping Victims Safe

Danbury Superior Court GPS/AN
Monitoring Initiative

To enhance victim safety and accountability, the
Danbury Superior Court launched a GPS/Active
Notification (AN) Monitoring Initiative. This innovative
program tracks the movements of individuals accused
of domestic violence, providing real-time alerts to help
prevent further harm to victims.

Strengthening Our Partnership
with Law Enforcement

Role-Play Training at Connecticut Police Academy

CEE advocates participated in role-play sessions in-
person at the Connecticut Police Academy, offering
cadets hands-on experience in taking initial reports
from survivors of sexual violence. These one-on-
one training exercises allowed advocates to share
their expertise, provide direct feedback, and foster a
trauma-informed approach among new state police
officers—building lasting impact in law enforcement
responses.

Building Local Police Partnerships

Key leadership from CEE—including the CEO, Chief
Program Officer, Manager of Crisis and Advocacy,

and FVVA/LAP Coordinator—met with local

police departments to continue to strengthen our
collaborative efforts. To further support awareness, the
Manager of Crisis and Advocacy joined Danbury Police
Department roll calls to provide overviews of CEE’s
services and ensure new officers are equipped with
knowledge of survivor-centered resources.

16

Community Collaborations
Ongoing Partnership with The Tribuna

CEE continues its partnership with The Tribuna
newspaper, which generously publishes monthly
articles at no cost—reaching approximately 15,000
readers in English, Spanish, and Portuguese. This
ensures accessible, multilingual information about
domestic and sexual violence for diverse communities.

“Empathy in Action” Panel Event

In collaboration with the healthcare community,

CEE hosted Empathy in Action: Healthcare’s Vital

Role in Sexual Assault Response—a panel featuring
medical experts and advocates. The event drew

strong participation from nursing students, healthcare
providers, and partner organizations, including the
Department of Children and Families (DCF) and Family
& Children’s Aid (FCA).

| EMPATHY IN ACTION;
HEALTHCARE'S

ROLE IN SEXU
ASSAULT RESPONSE |

“Empathy in Action” Panel Event



Town by Town Data

Town Community Impact Community Services

Bethel 2,647 157

Bridgewater 73 2

Brookfield 1,787 85

Danbury 10,143 1,256

New Fairfield 1,519 59

New Milford 2,159 125

Newtown 3,450 102

Redding 380 30

Ridgefield 2,583 68 Total Individuals
Roxbury 85 3 Served
Sherman 220 12

Out of State/Unknown/Other CT 1,271 193

Volunteer Hours

1,746 27
Non-Direct Service Volunteers & Interns
2,384 15
Direct Service New Volunteers
4 2 Not including Board Members or
2 ST Development Volunteers
Hours Spent at HOSpltal Volunteer Appreciation Event

Accompaniments

4,1 72 Volunteers assist with hotline shifts, hospital response, support group
facilitation, child advocacy support, awareness month committees,
Total Hours e . : '
fundraising, donation drives, community outreach, and more.

17



CEE CEE

FYE 2025 Income FYE 2025 Expenses
) Building Rent
City of Danbury/ $32,030 Fundraising
Surrounding Towns 1% $425,815
235’000 Extended Therapy 15% ;TOPS&
° Program Administration O‘VY
$159,928 $147,695 ’
Endowment and 4% 5% \
? Building/Tenant

Other Funds

$599,605 Expenses
16% $13,404
0%
Total Income Total Expenses
$3,773,530 $2,916,834
Sexual
Assault Services
$829,562
Fund 28%
Development Domestic
$1,0236,223 Violence Services
33% $1,489,777
51%
Government Contracts
$1,660,744
44% Figures above exclude Non Cash items of Depreciation/

Amortization and Unrealized Gains/(Loss)

Save the Dates!

Hearts of Hope Breakfast
Wednesday, February 11, 2026

Dinner
Friday, April 17, 2026

SafeWa"( From left to right: Vicki Taylor-Bloch, Board Vice
Chairperson/Development Chair; Erin Byrne, Board
OCtO ber 2026 Chairperson, Ashley Dunn, CEE President & CEO toasting to
50 years at CEE’s 50th Anniversary Annual Dinner

Our complete donor and member lists can be found in the online version of our
Annual Report at www.thecenterct.org




Fundraising

Just a few of our

many supporters
caught on camera
over the past year...

Members of the Ridgefield Thrift Shop at our Hearts Wendy Bernard, CEE’s incredibly

of Hope Breakfast where they were presented with impactful Hearts of Hope
CEE'’s Service Above Self Award. fundraiser guest speaker.

Subaru Share the Love presentation with the Beylouni Family and
Colonial Automobile Group team.

CEE is a proud

recipient of a
recent Union
Savings Bank grant
award to support
our Community
Impact programs!

>

Live Auction
fun at

CEE’s 50th
Anniversary
Annual Dinner.

<

On average 50% of our budget is self-raised, and every gift from our donors fuels hope, healing, and safety
for survivors. Their support makes our work possible and strengthens our impact in the community.
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2025 CEE Annual Report Donors

We thank you for your financial contributions that enable CEE to continue its important work to “create safer
communities free from interpersonal violence.” Every effort has been made to list names accurately. Please contact the
Development Office T (203) 731-5200, EXT. 237 if there are any errors or omissions and please accept our apologies.

Again, we thank you for your continued support of CEE’s programs and services.

Founder $25,000+

Anonymous*

Bessemer Trust

Betty and Leo Balzereit Foundation

City of Danbury

Colonial Automobile Group of Danbury

Elaine and Kevin Cox*

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

The Gralnick Foundation at the
Community Foundation Tampa Bay

Linde

Leona Renee Melamed Estate

Mithun Family Foundation

Amy and Brendan Naughton*

Ambassador $15,000+

Bedoukian Research

Scott and Danielle Edwardson*

Kelcey and Jeff Hoyt*

lves Bank

Nicholas B. Ottaway Foundation

The Ridgefield Thrift Shop

The Robert G. and Marguerite M. Derx
Foundation Of New Fairfield, Connecticut
Thomas C Bishop Charitable Trust*

Leader $10,000+

Almira Family Charity Foundation*
The Ayco Charitable Foundation

The Albert Wadsworth & Helen Clark
Meserve Memorial Fund

Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund
Lori & John Berisford*

Lessley and Bob Burke*

The Burch-Safford Charitable Fund
Emerson Charitable Trust

Fairfield County Bank

Impact Fairfield County

Josephine Luicci*

Near and Far Aid

Ann Roby*

The TJX Foundation, Inc.

Town of Newtown

Virginia and Roy Young*

Benefactor $5,000+

Charlie and Nina Allred*

Anonymous

Erin Byrne and Robert Holmqvist*

Danbury Office of Adult Probation

Clarene and Brian DeRosier*

Elegant Banquets*

The Farrells, Inc.*

Gloria Gray Foundation, Inc.

Imran Haque*

Janet Hoyt*

The John M. & Nancy S. Murphy

Foundation

Colleen McDonnell*

Martin and Heather Morgado*

Newtown Savings Bank

Northern Trust Charitable Giving Program

Allison and Jon Stockel*

Steve and Patti Ross*

ThinkSisu

Town of New Milford

Town of Ridgefield

Union Savings Bank

Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Danbury

United Way of Coastal and
Western Connecticut

Eileen and Jay Walker*

Monica Woo and Daniel Wilson*

Advocate $2,500+

William Allen*

AT&T

Don Bacigalupi*

Carl Bailey, Jr. and Lauren Bailey*
The Barker Welfare Foundation
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Candlewood Valley Pediatrics
Alexandra Carrow and Greg Pepin*
Pamela Chapman*

Charities Aid Foundation America
Rebecca Ciota*

Cotton Candy Fabrics

Augusto DaSilva Enterprises, LLC*

*Current Members

Diane D’Isidori and Evan Hack*
Eric and Jean Eggan*
Annmarie and Michael Gilligan*
New Fairfield Community Thrift Shop Inc.
The New York Community Trust
Chelen Reyes*

Reynolds and Rowella

Pamela Robey*

Edward Steinmetz*

TIAA Trust Company

Town Fair Tire Foundation
Town of New Fairfield

Margaret and Larry Wiener*
Dianne and Robert Yamin*
YourCause, LLC

Patron $1,000+

Kim and Kenneth Adams*
Alexander Family Foundation, Inc.
Gail E Anderson*
Anonymous

At Home Design

Annissa Bedoukian*

Melanie Schnoll Begun*
Brenda and Dan Berta*
Bonnie Beylouni*

Dayna Beylouni White*
Kristin and Darren Beylouni*
Melissa Beylouni*




Patron $1,000+

Anne Boyd*

Lora Boynton*

Randall Brooks*

Greg Budnik and Angela Pecora*

Liz Caico*

Mary Campbell*

Canterbury School

Gregory Chapman*

Arthur Ciccolo*

CironeFriedberg LLP

Congregation Shir Shalom

The Congregational Church Of Brookfield

Alice and Matt Corso*

Gregory Corso*

Mark and Patty Corso*

Danbury Auto Partnership /
Honda of Danbury

Paul Dinto*

Susan Dorenbosch*

Zenepe Dzaferovic*

E-Trade Financial

Courtney and Robert Elliott*

Mary EIm*

Lisa and Douglas Esneault*

Edwin Fajardo-Curillo*

Rita Farhat*

Barbara Klebanow Feinson*

Dr. Paul Fiedler and Ms. Susan Birke*

Susan Gessner and Charles Robbins*

Alicia Ghio*

Linda and Charles Gliedman*

Liz and Steven Goldstone*

The Gordon F. Linke and
Jocelyn B. Linke Foundation*

Kathleen Graham*

Joshua Greco*

Robin Haddad*

Sara Haims*

David and Nancy Hawley*

Lynn Holley*

Havva Idriss*

Reed Idriss and Meredith Renda*

J. McLaughlin

JW Leahy Foundation

The Jean Widmark and
Richard Widmark Foundation, Inc.

Jesse Lee Church

Joe’s Salon & Spa

King Street United Church of Christ

Mary Kiniry*

Jefferson Kolle*

Jessica and Brent Koning*

Virginia Konopka*

Kathy and Robert Kornhaas*

Christine Louth and Dennis Daugherty*

Frank Malone*

Leona Renee Melamed Estate
Loretta and Lee McMaster*
Leona Renee Melamed Estate
Jeffrey Monroe*

Jolene Mullen*

Karla Murtaugh*

National Financial Services
Mark Nolan*

Nuvance Health

Daniel and Annette O’Brien*
Olde Crab Hockey Club, Inc.
Peale Foundation

PepsiCo Foundation

Carla Pierce*

Ridgefield Glass

Ridgefield PBA

Ridgefield Rotary Club
Catherine Riordan and Kurt Raschi*
Deborah Rizzo*

Rogers Park Middle School
June Rubin*

Joshua Salit*

Jennifer Schiff*

Brenda and Henry Schultz*
Shoes N More of Greenwich
Alexa and Gary Skalandunas*
Bruno Souza*

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

*Current Members

Carol and John Stetson*
Vicki Taylor-Bloch*
Franklin Templeton*
Joel H. Third*

TIAA Trust Company
Town of Brookfield
Vanguard Charitable
Ventura Law

Warshaw Capital, LLC
Anna Winskill*
Woman'’s Club of Danbury & New Fairfield
Karen Zeilnhofer*

Friend $500+

Ability Beyond

Sandra Anderson-Howell
Anonymous

Brian Armstrong

Bank of America Employee Giving
Program

Bank Of America Merrill Lynch
Barnum Foundation for Life Inc
The Blazer Pub
Boehringer-Ingelheim

Bert Bowler

Elizabeth Bresnan

Amanda and Timothy Bristol*
Lindsay Bruno

Steven Carlson

James Carroll

Thomas Chapman



Chevron Matching Employee Funds
Collins Hannafin, P.C.
Congregational Church of New Fairfield
Robert Cordano

Cramer & Anderson Law Firm
CyberGrants

LouAnn Daprato

Jane Davis

Del Primo Ristorante

Vicki Derderian

Doctors’ Pediatric

Nicholas and Anita Donofrio

Susan Dorenbosch

Frances and Benjamin Doto
Edward Jones

Eric Finkelstein

First Congregational Church of Ridgefield
Barbara Flanagan

Deirdre Fletcher

John Fletcher

Renee and Khosrow Fozouni

Kate Furrer

Mary Gallagher-Del.ucia

Raffaele and Elizabeth Gallo

Meyer Glaser*

Nancy Glaser*

Rainer Gonet

Jean Hartnett*

Hawley Companies

Allison Homberg

Mary Ann Houser*

Joan M. Jannetti and Jane Gallagher
Jewish Communal Fund

The Joseph H. & Ellen Ann Donnelly Trust
Stacey Keaney

Diana Kessler

King Street United Church of Christ
La Pietra Tile & Stone

Philip Loprestii Jr.

Manipura Power Yoga, LLC

David Mazza

Mediassociates, Inc.

Barbara Manners

Peggy and Rudy Marconi

Patty McManus

Mitchells Stores

NP Rentals & Management, LLC
Nancy and William O’Halloran

Matt Ofsanik

Pamby Motors

Kristen Papucci*

Patrick Foundation

Markham Penrod

Sandy Previdi

Ridgefield Academy

Ridgefield Board of Education
Ridgefield Fathers Club
Michael Rettger

Jillian Rooney

Meredith Lena Rubin

Marjorie Salem

Michele and Fredy Sanchez
Thomas Seck

Philip Segan

Jess Solomon & Davin McCarthy
Polly Sorrentino

Brian Spiller

St. Rose of Lima Parish

Peter and Carole Stathis

Paul Steinmetz and Jenine Michaud

Town of Sherman

TR Paul

Alex Tomas

Howard and Wendy Tuthill
Richard Vazzana

Western Connecticut State University

Westside Middle School Academy
Women'’s Club of Brookfield
Edward Zane

JoAnn Zohos

Sustainer up to $499

AARP Chapter 1067
Matthew Abel

Jennifer and Richard Abercrombie

Jennifer Abousaada
Elliot Abramowitz
Catalina Acker
Brenna Adams
Dorothy Adams and Joe deGroot
Richard Addotta
Lana Afanasieva
AFSCME Local 2663
Jennifer Agnes
Jorge Vicente Aguirre
Jennifer Ahlberg
Kehinde Akinyemi
Licelot Alemany
Alice’s Flower Shop*
Melissa Alton
Whitney Altopp
Carrie Amos

Sohini Anand
Barbara Anderson
Margaret Anderson
Donald Andrews*
Melissa Andros
Anonymous

Ashley Anguisaca

*Current Members

Appraisal Alliance LLC
Laura Arena

Francis Armstrong

Andy Sachs - Around Town Real Estate
Heather Artman
Muhammad Asad

Ashley Lauren Hair Salon
Atlas Air, Inc.

Mary Augustine-Morris
Ronni Backer

Baker Tilly

Shubhneet Bal

Sam Banach

Pam Banks

Samuel Barasch

Theresa Barb*

Paula Barbag

Gretchen and Vito Barbieri
Geoffrey and Maureen Bartlett
Sarah Baudendistel
Sabrina Baviello

Laura Becker*

Wendy and Robert Beebe



Sustainer up to $499
Bill Bennett

Videen and Christopher Bennett*

Marialuisa Berardi

Julie and Gary Bernstein
Denise Bertalovitz

Jude Besharat

Bethel Women’s Club
Margaret Bigham

Ellen Binder

Stephanie Bischof

Kelly Blackmer

Michele Blanchard
Margie and Jim Blansfield
Jennifer and Paul Blaszka
Theodore Blum*

Amanda Bolz

Heidi Bonilla

Chelsea Bonnie

Michele Bonvicini

Wendy and Charles Borchetta
Victoria Boshell

Ashley Botex

Tracy Bozek

Branchville School PTA
Arvid Brandstrom
Angela Breitenbach
Laurie Brentlinger

Joy S. Brewster*

Beth Briggs

Gina Brito

Colleen and Alfred Broderick

~) The
. Center

Linda Broderick
Jessica Brooks
Margaret Brown
Betty Gray Brown
Anne-Lise Brown
Christopher and Judith Brown
Janice Brown*

Lori Brunelle
Laureen Bubniak
Cynthia Buczek
Joyce Buonaiuto
Kim Burke
Matthew Burke*
Hallie Burke

Katie Burke Hall
Kim Burkes
Jennifer Burns
Judith Burroughs*
Franny Burstein
Iris Busch

Diane Butera
Grace Byers
Alcides Cabrera
Jacqueline Cabrera
Rosa Caico

Cheryl Calcagni
Betty Callahan
Shannon Campbell
Joan Campbell*
Jack and Marcia Campetti*

Candlewood Center For Women’s Health*
Candlewood Tool & Machine Shop, Inc.

Arlete Capao

‘>~ Center

*Current Members

Samantha Capozza
Yara Cappelli

Keri Cappiello
Caraluzzi’s Markets
Linda Carr

Mary Carroll

Dan Carter

Elizabeth Casey and James Moore*

Matthew Cassavechia
Elizabeth Castillo
Andrew Cerasoli

Sandy Chadwick

Sara Champion
Benjamin Chianese

Kim Chu

Bernard Cieniawa
Kimiko Cirillo

Aida and Kevin Clarkin
Dawn Clausen

Joseph Cleary*

Aryn Cluney

Sofia Cluney

Wendy Clery

Judith and William Coffey
Ann Cohen and Roger Nitkin
Joanna Cohen

Bobbie Cohlan
Christine Colby

Jean Cole

Victoria Cole

Jennifer Collins

Laura Collins

Rosemary Collins

Silvia Colombara

Gail Conetta

Kate Conetta*

Sean Connelly

Dolly Conner

John and Sally Conroy*
Tracy Conte

Susan Conway

June Cook

Douglas and Kathleen Coombs
Simon Cooper

Patricia Corbett -James
Laura Cordeira

Agatha Correa
Christopher Corso
Sarah Corso

Emma Coschigano
Emma Cosgrove

Nicole Cossitt-Levy
Barbara Cottingham
Lynn and Timothy Crager



Sustainer up to $499

Dylan Bean Crooker
Andrea Crowley and Mark Weber*
Celia Cuk

Chris Cummings

Linda Cummins

Karen Curry

James Cutero

Mary Dattwyler

Dwight Davis

Meagan Davis

Stella Day

Diane Deakin

Karen Dech

Mary Dechiaro

Lindsay Decker

Dawn and Michael DeCosta
Amy Deeb

Christina Delafield

Melissa Della Corte

Claire Demas

Maureen Devane

Michael Devine

Gerrit Devries

Andrea Deyo

The Di Salvo Engineering Group, Inc.
Jenny Diaz

Jane Didona

Julia Dimartino

Elaine Dinto

Susan Dodd

Michael and Darlene Dodson
Rosie Domenchello

Susana Donatucci

Divya Dorairajan

Kauli Dos Santos

Judith and Dennis Dougherty*
Jack Drake

Laurel Draper

Jarrah Dressel

Rommie Duckworth

Ritu Duenwald

Ashley Dunn*

Eva Duran

Cara During

Carole and Patrick Dwyer
Carolina and Alejandro Echavarria
Elizabeth Edwards
Maureen Edwards

Danelle Egan

Eggan Law PLLC

Nelson Ehinger

Patricia Carol Eisen
Barbara Eler*

Ragaa Elkabbani

David and Kathleen Elmore
Lorraine English

Kristin English

Engraved Products LLC
Excel Orthopedic and Sports
Ann and John Faraguna
Kathleen Fay

Kristin Fedders

Mary Fernand

Fidelity Brokerage Services
Linda Fields

Christine Filanowski

Sarah Finbow

Naomi Fingerhut

Debbie Finkel

Alex Fischetti

Aubrey and Scott Fitch
Kevin Fitzpatrick

Lorpu Flomo Dery

Patricia Flynn

Samantha Flynn*

Rose Fogelman

Diana Foster

Nick Fowler

Jane and Craig Frankenberg
Susan Franklin

Julia Frattaroli

Judy Fredette

Frontstream Comprehensive Distribution

Gwen Fuhrmann

Judi and Oscar Fuller*
Jocelyn Furtado
Cynthia Gaffney
Claire Garcia

Kate Gardner

Kate Gardner

Kelly Garretson*
Andrea Gartner
Jennifer Gauthier
Laurie Gelderman
Leslie Gera

Joan Gereg-Bradley*
Fred Gervasoni

Alicia Ghio

Theresa Giberson
Jonathan Gibney
Allison Ginsberg
Linda and Robert Gironda
Tanisha Gladney
Susan and Randall Glendinning
Bob Godfrey

Caryn Goessman
Esther Goldstein

*Current Members

Gabriele Gonet*
Janine Gordon
Rachel Gorman
James Grace
Kathryn Graf
Lesley Grashow
Thomas and Mary Green
Mary Griffin
Kathrine Gubner
Barbara Guida
Nelson Guizzo
Gina Gunther
Brian Guzman
Bruno Guzman
Katharine Gwin
Anne Haddad
Kaye Hale

Katie Hall
Khristine Hall
Brock Hamilton
Holly Hamilton
Neil Hanchard
Joseph and Katherine Hanley
Steve Hanna
Kathleen Hansen
Abigail Hapril



Sustainer up to $499

Maria Hardin

Sean Hargraves

Theresa Hartley*

Ann Hauck

Heagney, Lennon & Slane, LLP
Attorneys at Law

Andrea Heap

Clifford and Karen Heidinger

Judy Heise

Janda Hemming

Henry Abbott Technical High School

Natasha Hercules

Carmen Hernovich

Laura Herrmann

Caitlyn Hessell

Sabine Heym-Kloeckner and
Kristof Kloeckner

Elizabeth Higgins

Ellen Hines

Brian Hnatuk

Elyse Hoelzer

Anthony Hollis

Ann-Lis and Borge Holmqvist

Caroline Housel

Amanda Hoyt

Sue Hruby

Wen Hsu

Deborah Hull

Asya HunterChu

Meg Huntley

Florence and Robert Hutchinson

Victoria Hwang

Paige Hyman

Karen lannella

Marybeth laquinto

Shamil Idriss

Jessica Ifshin

Regina Ippolito

Susan Iseman

J. Rouge Fitness LLC

Margot Bradley Jacobs*

Christine Janssen

Tabinda Jawaid

Liza Jerrett

Carley Jimenez

Freddy Jimenez

Carol Johnson

Debbie Johnson

Charlotte Juaire

Krenar Jusufi

Kreshnik Jusufi

Angela Kane

Denise Kane

Barry and Isabel Kaplan*
Jacquelyn Kaplan
Joshua Karim

Susan Karlin

Jeanette and Thomas Kavanaugh
Erinn Keaney

Peter Kearney

Kristen Keil

Ginny Keim

Patrick Kelley

Darren and Katie Kelly
Mark Kelly

Lisa Kenny*

Alice Kerrigan

Graves Kiely

John and Rosanne Kiley*
Daniel Kim

Rebecca Kimber

Susan King

Kimberly Knispel

Kiera Knox

Amy Kohn

Mark and Virginia Konopka
Hindola Konrad

Christie Koolis

Michelle Krausche
Lauren Krayeski

Joseph Kreitz

Marilyn Kreitz

Wendy LaBarge
Audrienne Lahoud
Joyce Lane

Amy Laroche

Rick Lawlor

Kiki Lawrence

Paula Lazara

Carl and Christine Lecher
Eva Lee

Tom Lee

Laura Lee*

Melissa Lefflbine

Janice Leggett

Lenore and Sydney Bland Charitable
Foundation”

Lisabeth Lent

Mari Lerz

Andrew Levine

Kathy Levine

Warren Levy*

Joseph Licursi

Jeffrey Lieberman
Bethel Light*

Joyce Ligi

Po-Jen Lin

*Current Members

Patricia Linnon*

Wendy and Mark A. Lionetti
Litchfield Crossing, LLC.
Walter and Eleanor Loesch
Laura LoFrumento

Marilyn and Dominick Lombardo
Nicole London

Mary Lord

George and Patricia Lowell
Shelley Lowenstein

Janet Loya

John and Janice Lucchesi
Lucia Ristorante

Michelle Luis

Ashley Lyman

Kathleen Maccharoli

Jill Maguire

Gail Maletz

Michelle Manning

Judy and Mark Marano
Marble and Granite Creations
Steve March

Lyn Marchellos

Lauren Mariani*

Dina and Samuel Markind*
Lorrayne Marques

Connie Marsala

Suzanne Marsan

Alexa & Fred Marshall
Guillermina Marte
Elizabeth Martin

Cindy Martinez

Jodi Martino

Samantha Martino

Mary Preziosi

Lisa Mathis

Lauren Matte

Luis Maturana

Robert Mayette

Denise Maytas

McCaffrey Professionals LLC
John McCleary

Theresa McCleary

Danelle McDermott
Catherine McDonald
Colleen McDonnell

Erin McGarry

Cyndie McGuire

Betsy Mcllvaine*

Sarah McKenna

Florentina McKeown
Brenda McKinley

Doreen McManus



Sustainer up to $499

Renee McManus

Lisa and Patrick McMinn*
Dewey and Paul McNamara
Jaxon McNulty

Kathleen Mealia

Holly Meissner

Susan and John Melillo*
Maura Melody*

Jeff and Nancy Metzger*
Lily Meyerhoff

Jenine Michaud*

Nicole Milazzo

Dean and Theresa Miller
Ria Miller*

Megan Mitchell

Marla Monahan

Montanari Fuel Service, Inc.*
Carolyn and William Montero
Helga Moody

Gwendolyn Mordecai
Robert and Dianne Morey
Victoria Morrow

Debra Morton

Wendy Moylan

.Y 4

Laura & Chuck Murad*

Nora Murphy

Stacey Murren and David Puig
Antonia Nabholz

Deborah Nagy

The Nail Bar Collective
Katherine Naishtut

Nandita Nanda

National Philanthropic Trust
Mary Neal

Susan and John Neikirk

Henry and Catherine Neligan
Laura Nelson

Marcia Nelson

New Beginnings Landscaping, LLC
Lily Newman*

Jayden Nguyen

Norbert E. Mitchell Co., Inc.
Northeast Mortgage

Elvis Novas and Zaraida Cabrera*
Aaliyah Novas

Heather Nunes

Katy Oakhill

Kathie and Mark Obst

Anna Ochs

for EmpOWerment :

and Education

*Current Members

Tina O’Connell

Karen O’Connor

Meredith O’Connor

Ward Mazzucco

Kelley O’Donnell

Denise O’Hara

Gerry O’Hara

Angela O’Kane

Nader Okby

Marina and Martin O’Malley
Carol O’Meara

Patricia and Robert O’Neil
Curie Orero

Stuart Orsher and Gladys George*
Gina Ostergard

John Ousey

Kastina Owusu-Ansah

Jill Packer

Sabrina Pacurucu

Dorothea Panayotou

John Papadoulias

Stephen and Sue Papish
Rosemary and Tom Pardalis*
Sayward Parsons

Joe and Donna Pastore
Kushal Patel

Marlene and Matthew Patren*
Jennifer Patten

Paypal Charitable Giving Fund
Melanie Pearl

Kelly Pellizzari

Angela and David Pennucci*
Lee Penyak

Dave and Erin Pepin

Dina Pereira

Debora Perry

Lynne Persan

Tom Pescarmona

Reese Pettitt

Marigold Petzold

Paula and James Philipakos
Anthony and Bonnie Phillips
Jasmine Pierce

M.K. Pigeon

The Pilates Barre

Janet Taub Planet Photo
Addy Plummer

Amy Polacko

Elyssia Poland

Michele Pollock

Arlinda Postol

Margaret Powell

Meenakshi Rajarathinam
Jean Preziosi

Mary Preziosi



Sustainer up to $499

Gregory and Yvonne Price*
Rachel Priem

Kathryn Prieto

Aaron Prills

MaryBeth Prunty

Jane Prusko

J.T. Pryor-Bennett

Karen Pugliese

Mary Alice Putnam

Linda Queenan

Linda Queiroz

Barbara and William Quinnell
R. E. Lawlor Graphics & Painting LLC
Elizabeth Rabinowitz
Maureen Raftery*

Iris Rainone and Gary Mummert
Michele Ramirez

Nancy Ramos

Kevin Redmond

Ryan Reed

Marie Rega

Beverly Regan

Angela Reiner

Leslie and Michael Reiter

Jodi Rell

Philip Renda

Catherine Renehan

Jennifer Retter

Bryan Rickert

Ridgefield Police Union*
Ridgefield Tigers Football Booster Club

Cynthia Rigby

Michael Rinaldi

Carolina Rivera

Dawn Rivers

Deborah Rizzo

Paulo Rizzo

Charles Robbins

Linda Roberti

Annette Robertson

Carol Robertson*

Pamela Robey

Raul Roblez

Joan and Leonel Rodriguez*
Rosanna Carolina Rodriguez
Tanya Rodriguez

Christina Ronac

Carol Rosenberg*

Beth Rosenfield
Stephen Rosentel

Scott Rosenthal

Betty Ross

Karen Ross

Margaret Ross

Ronnie Ross

Maryann Rossi

Dan and Ellen Rossini*
Richard Rotante

Dale Rothbell

Roxbury Congregational Church
Maura and William Ruby
Anne Rudolph

Allison Ruiz

*Current Members

Nicole Ruschmeyer
Laura Russell

Sharon Russo

Joanna Ruvo

Alaina Ryan

Nancy Ryan*

Mary Ellen Ryer

Cheryl Rykowski
Kristen Sabanosh

Gina Sacharwitz

Tone Saether

Marjorie Salem
Maureen Salerno

Gail and Chip Salvestrini*
Donna Sanford

Cindy Sanmillan

Chris Santini

Farley Santos

Eleanor Saperstein*
Hillary Sarrasin

Patricia Saviano

Lisa Scails

Katherine Scandale
Mary Scanlon

Meghan Scanlon
Elisaha Schecter
Norma Schlager*
David Schneider

Linda Schramm

Mel Schwartz*

Jennifer Seeley
Maureen Diggin Segreti
Carla and Chris Setaro*
Seventy2architects
Lynne Sewell*

Donna Sexton

Ralph Sgammato

Patty and Kevin Sghia*
Hilary Shapiro

Joseph Shapiro and llene Traiger*
Laurie Sharinay

Robert Shohet

The Siegel Family
Katie Siegel

Sharon Siegel

Sigma Theta Tau International Kappa
Alpha Chapter

Laura Silver

Melanie Silver

Elissa Silvio*

Jon and Margot Simmons
Anne Sisco

Anne Skandera

Ralph Slater



Marilyn Sloper*

Barbara Smith

Deborah Smith

Ginger Smith

Kathleen Smith

Kathy Smith

Richard Solimine

Connie Solomon

Ellen Solomon

Nancy Sorbella

Southridge Technology

Carol Spaulding

Angelo Spaziani

Hannah Spooner

Martina Sprague

Linda Sprovkin

Stadley Rough School Student
Activity Fund

Jane Stanton

Kaitlin Stanton

Rebecca Strominger*

Nannette Stueck

Renee Sturges

Andreas and Cynthia Sturm

Kim Sweeney

Kathy Swift

Lynn and Robert Taborsak

Charley Tanana

Lola Taylor-Bloch

Taylor-Zemo Foundation, Inc.

Shelley Terry

Edward Thomas

Tara Tierney

Launching...

Anthony and Jennifer Tomaino

Miriam Tomasova

John Tower

Margaret Towers

Charissa Towns

Rebecca Townsend

Traveling Chic Boutique

Kleo Tripodianos

Yvonne Trode

Sandra Trudeau

Maureen Tyra

United Way of Greater Waterbury

United Way Of Massachusetts Bay
& Merrimack Valley

William Valenti

Valley Presbyterian Church

Mika Van Vranken

Lynn Van Wagner

Angela Verheyeu

Zulmira Videira

Ramapriya Vidhun

Charlene Vlahos

Amanda Wagner

Linda Wagner

Sara Walden

Thomas Walker

Laura Wallace

Lewis and Rosemarie Wallace*

Wendy Wallach-Delucia

Linda Walsh

Faye Walton

Jen and Richard Wastrom

Anastasia Watson

George Weaver

John Weichsler

Michael Weiner

Gigi Weiss

Mark Werner*

Lynda Westberg

Lydia Westhelle

Patricia White

Cheryl Wilhelm

Jennifer Williams

Michelle Williams

Annabelle Wilson

Katie Wilton

Adrian Windham

Melissa Webdale, Winter Garden Ice Arena

Ken Wipperman

Women of the Moose,
Danbury Chapter 314

Angela Wood

Amy Wood

Melissa and Ben Woodhouse

Lisa Woods

Lynn Wunderman

Barbara and Bill Wyman

Jenifer Wyss

Esra Yagan

Bernard Yemc

Karen Young

Troy Zane

Paul Zentko

Ava Zides

Anne-Marie Ziegler

Anna Zielinska

The Center for Empowerment and Education Legacy Society

Legacy gifts play a vital role in sustaining our mission for future generations. By including our
organization in their estate plans, Legacy Society donors ensure that the values they believe in
today will continue to make an impact tomorrow. Their foresight and generosity help strengthen
our long-term stability and allow us to plan boldly for the future. A deep heartfelt thank you to our

founding members.

Kimberly & Kenneth Adams
Pamela Chapman
Leona Renee Melamed Estate

*Current Members




For 50 years, we’ve stood beside
our community—adapting to
changing needs, building safer
environments through prevention
and education, and helping
thousands of survivors reclaim
their strength and their stories.
This milestone is not just a
reflection of where we’ve been,
but a foundation for where we’re
going. The next 50 years call on
us to dream bigger, reach further,
and continue evolving to meet
emerging needs with the same
courage and compassion that
have defined us from the start.
With the unwavering support of
our community and the wisdom
earned from decades of service,
we are ready to shape a future
free from violence—together.

gniting Change To End InterpersonalViolence

Alice Chapman, Mary Elizabeth
Corso, and Bonnie Law founded
The Women’s Center around a
kitchen table as a place to help
people improve their lives.

1979
Battered Women'’s Services is established 1981

as a program of The Women'’s Center.

space on Main Street.

Rape Crisis Services becomes a program of
The Women'’s Center, offering a hotline,
counseling, support groups, community
education, and volunteer training.

1987-1993

A shelter for battered women
opens in a rented house.

Elizabeth House shelter is opened,
renovated, and purchased by The
Women’s Center. By 1993, the shelter is

The original Women’s Center program fully paid off and owned by the Center.

becomes Women’s Resource Services.

The Women’s Center moves to
2-16 West Street, establishing |
a permanent main office. |

1999-2000

The Quarter Century Campaign is launched
to expand and improve the organization as
it celebrates 25 years of service.

2015-2021

The “Speaking Up Speaking Out” campaign
is launched to empower, educate, and grow
m the organization. After the campaign,
Elizabeth House shelter is sold, and Patricia
The Women's Center of | y5se shelter, a state-of-the-art facility that
Greater Danbury | can pe scaled to other regions as a best

changes its name to The | actice, opens mortgage-free.
Center for Empowerment &

Education (CEE) reflecting a m
commitment to helping change lives,
preventing violence through education and The State of CT approved CEE’s

buik-:lting s;a{er commt;‘nitiesl.l. It alsz reﬂeaf:tt;a Certificate of Need (CON) proposal,
commitment to supporting all members o N paving the way for an Extended Therapy

communities we serve. Program to launch in late 2025.

Sexual Assault Hotline: 203-731-5204 | Domestic Violence Hotline: 203-731-5206

www.TheCenterCT.org

Phone: 203-731-5200
Fax: 203-731-5207

(N

2 West Street

thecenter@TheCenterCT.org Danbury, CT 06810

The Women’s Center moves into rent-free city



